H3250

their debts was inevitably going to col-
lapse.

Spain, Portugal, and Italy may be
next. Their debts total trillions, not
hundreds of millions. Our U.S. finan-
cial system and our stock market de-
pends on what I would call a new inter-
national fiscal conservatism that cuts
government spending and deficit fi-
nancing.

Today also teaches us another lesson.
The very debts that crippled Europe
and shook our stock market are com-
ing to America, fueled by the irrespon-
sible spending of this Congress. We
need to cut Federal spending now to re-
assure markets and assure that Amer-
ica’s children will never have to ask
this question: ‘“Who will bail out Amer-
ica?”

———

NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH
PROTECTION ACT

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, earlier this
week I introduced a bill to ensure that
scarce Federal resources provided for
the National School Lunch Program
and the School Breakfast Program are
spent to provide nutritious meals to
our children.

Every day more than 30 million stu-
dents receive meals through these pro-
grams. In this recession, more and
more families are relying on schools to
feed their children at least one healthy
meal every school day. At the same
time, these programs are facing in-
creased costs.

Unfortunately, some school districts
overcharge for the administrative costs
associated with implementing these
important nutrition programs. This
means less money to feed children.
That’s why I introduced the National
School Lunch Protection Act of 2010, to
ensure that Federal money for school
meals actually goes towards feeding
our needy children.

Specifically, this bill requires a Fed-
eral study to see what school districts
are charging the Federal Government
to implement these programs. Armed
with this information, the Secretary
will implement regulations to protect
these important nutrition programs.
Once passed, this bill will prevent gov-
ernment waste and will help to feed
more hungry children.

——
GULF OIL SPILL

(Mr. TURNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, as we
turn on the news networks and we lis-
ten about the oil spill in the Gulf, the
American people want to know, how
could this happen? As Americans read
the news about this particular oil plat-
form having had problems over several
years, and how equipment meant to
prevent an oil spill malfunctioned,
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they want to know where was the en-
forcement of safety regulations to pre-
vent this disaster?

The Obama administration and con-
gressional Democrats have called for
an energy policy that includes more
drilling. Americans are concerned,
however, that if the administration
can’t manage this current crisis, how
can we manage even more drilling?

I agree with most Americans that we
need an ‘‘all of the above’ energy plan
that will reduce our dependence on for-
eign oil. However, the American people
expect answers from this administra-
tion. How did this happen? How should
this have been prevented? Why was
there a delay in the administration
providing a response to this disaster?
And what will the administration do
now? Our Nation awaits these answers.

O 1600
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

THE TIMES SQUARE BOMBER:
FIGHTING THEM HERE INSTEAD
OF THERE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker,
every American was troubled to learn
about the attempted terrorist bombing
in Times Square last weekend, but we
should all be heartened and we should
all be proud of the swift action by law
enforcement authorities to apprehend
the suspect. By all accounts, the sys-
tem worked seamlessly. New York City
Police worked in tandem with the FBI,
Customs and Border Patrol, the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and
other agencies, and the man was in
custody by Monday. He was read his
Miranda rights and continues to co-
operate. And there is reason to believe
he can provide valuable intelligence
that will allow us to detain other ter-
rorists. Everything by the books. No
extralegal coercion. Rule of law and
the Constitution upheld. This is the
way to combat terrorism, Madam
Speaker.

You’ll recall that the notion of coun-
terterrorism as primarily a law en-
forcement operation has often been
met by ridicule and by bluster on the
other side of the aisle. This isn’t police
work, they’ve said. This is war. Well,
we’ve now had 8% years of war, and in
addition to costing us thousands of
American lives and hundreds of billions
of taxpayer dollars, it has not made
terrorism go away. If anything, it has
animated and emboldened the people
who want to harm America. And as
people have watched their home coun-
tries invaded and their communities

May 6, 2010

destroyed at the hands of the U.S. mili-
tary, they’ve become prime recruits for
terrorist networks.

The bottom line is that our current
strategy isn’t an antiterrorism strat-
egy at all. By its very nature, it’s
spawning more terrorists than it’s kill-
ing or detaining.

What if we took just a fraction of our
war budgets and used it to make our
domestic counterterrorism infrastruc-
ture that much stronger? And what if
we took another fraction and launched
a smart security strategy that empha-
sized peaceful, civilian, humanitarian
outreach instead of military occupa-
tion? Because contrary, Madam Speak-
er, to the assessment of our previous
President, it appears that ‘‘fighting
them here” is exactly the way to go.
“Fighting them there,”” on the other
hand, leads to an endless cycle of vio-
lence, recrimination, and hatred.

We all owe a debt of gratitude to ev-
eryone who played a role in the suc-
cessful arrest of the Times Square
bomber. Now let’s give them even more
tools, resources, and support. Let’s
bring the troops home and make the
work of our talented law enforcement
personnel the focal point of our strug-
gle against terrorism.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
MARKEY of Colorado). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER IS
CONSTITUTIONAL WHETHER FED-
ERAL JUDGES LIKE IT OR NOT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Today is the Na-
tional Day of Prayer. It’s the day of
the year that is proclaimed that we
honor how prayer and how religion has
affected our culture as a Nation. Every
day, in this very House, we start with
a prayer. Down the hallway in the
United States Senate, every day, the
U.S. Senate starts with a prayer. And
then we have the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Supreme Court has ruled that it is
constitutional for us, the Senate, and
all State legislatures, to start every
day with a prayer. And so it is through-
out the country.

We have the National Day of Prayer
today, but it has a long history of es-
tablishment here in the United States,
where we recognize this very important
day. Many Congresses and Presidents
have proclaimed days of prayer and
fasting throughout our Nation’s his-
tory. From Washington all the way to
Madison and all the way through World
War II, Presidents set aside days of na-
tional prayer.

In 1952, 58 years ago, a bill pro-
claiming an annual National Day of
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Prayer was unanimously passed by the
House and the Senate and signed into
law by President Truman. It’s not
often in our history that everything
passes this House and the Senate by
unanimous consent. The new law re-
quired the President to select a day for
national prayer every year. In 1988, the
day was fixed by Congress as the first
Thursday in May of each year. That
law was signed by President Ronald
Reagan.

Nobody is forced to pray on the Na-
tional Day of Prayer. However, we now
have a Federal judge who has ruled
that the National Day of Prayer is un-
constitutional, even though this day is
set aside to honor God and the role
that prayer has played throughout our
history. Thanksgiving was set aside by
President George Washington to honor
the Almighty and to give prayer and
thanksgiving for our history and for
the work that the Lord plays in our
very existence.

Most people are surprised to learn
the United States Capitol, this build-
ing, was the place where church serv-
ices were held for a number of years. In
fact, before Congress even started as-
sembling here, we had church services
before then. But yet a National Day of
Prayer has been ruled by a Federal
judge to be unconstitutional.

Here’s what the First Amendment
says, Madam Speaker. It says: Con-
gress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohib-
iting the free exercise thereof.

The First Amendment was written by
James Madison, the author of the U.S.
Constitution. In fact, he is the author
of the first ten amendments. James
Madison set in stone, proclaimed, Con-
gress will make no law respecting an
establishment of religion or prohib-
iting the free exercise thereof.

Probably, James Madison knew more
about the First Amendment than any-
body else since he was the author; yet,
in 1813, President Madison proclaimed
a National Day of Prayer. It’s ironic
that the author of the First Amend-
ment, who knew more about the First
Amendment than anybody else, cer-
tainly Federal judges who live today,
proclaimed the National Day of Prayer,
and yet today, we have a Federal judge
saying it’s unconstitutional based upon
the First Amendment. How ironic. Fed-
eral judges obviously—this particular
Federal judge—forgot about the free
exercise of religion part. That’s why
the National Day of Prayer is so impor-
tant.

The Federal Government sets aside
one day a year that honors the First
Amendment. People may pray. They
don’t have to pray. But it recognizes
how important prayer is in our culture.
It enshrines in the public consciousness
the fact that Americans have the right
to the free exercise of religious beliefs.

“In God We Trust,” Madam Speaker,
is above the American flag behind you.
It is the national motto of the United
States: In God We Trust. Ours is not a
secular Nation. It was founded on reli-
gious principles.
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So I asked this Federal judge, What’s
next? Are you going to try to abolish
Thanksgiving and Christmas as na-
tional holidays?

Madam Speaker, the National Day of
Prayer is not only a good idea, it is
constitutionally legal, whether secular,
antireligious Federal judges like it or
not.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. KLEIN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———
CURRENCY CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PAUL. I rise today to talk a bit
about our economy and the market-
place which, if anybody has observed,
is in shambles. A couple of years ago,
we had a financial crisis; basically, a
bit of problems in debt with the finan-
cial institutions, the banks, and a lot
of corporations. That was a rather hec-
tic period of time. But I think what
we’re moving into now is much, much
more serious, and what I see happening
is that this is not a financial problem
as much as a currency problem. Every-
body knows there are major problems
in Greece right now because of the debt
load that they have and they cannot fi-
nance, and nobody is there at the mo-
ment to bail them out.

A lot has been happening. I have been
interested in this subject for a long
time. As a matter of fact, in 1971, with
the breakdown of the Bretton Woods
agreement, I became fascinated with
economics and politics. At that time,
there was a devaluation of the dollar of
3.8 percent, and it was very, very big
news. And that’s when the dollar was
connected to gold and there was a de-
valuation against gold. This was a
major event and ushered in a major
amount of inflation in the 1970s. Yet,
this process continues. As a matter of
fact, the breakdown in 1971 opened up
the doors to massive inflation. And
that’s what we have been doing for 35,
40 years of inflating the currency, cre-
ating many and multiple financial bub-
bles which have burst and have given
us a great deal of trouble. But a cur-
rency crisis is much worse because peo-
ple lose confidence in the dollar.

Now, I have talked a lot about the
value of the dollar. And somebody
might wonder exactly why I would
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come today and talk about the concern
I have for the value of the dollar, be-
cause if you look at the dollar, the dol-
lar is a haven. The dollar has been
going up sharply in terms of other
international currencies. They would
say that this is a haven. It’s still
strong. People are buying our Treasury
bills. But I still argue the case that
there is a currency crisis going on. Be-
cause if you look at the one true
money, the one money that has existed
for 6,000 years that outlasts all the
paper money and all the fiat currency,
that is gold. It doesn’t look very good
and is sending a signal that a lot of in-
flation lurks in the future.

In the past several years, maybe even
10 or 15 years, the dollar and the gold
relationship depended on gold acting as
a commodity. It moved with the stock
market. It moved with commodity
prices. But no longer. Instead of the
gold going down when the stocks went
down, instead of the gold going down
when the commodities go down, in-
stead of the gold going down when the
dollar goes up, all of a sudden people
are resorting to putting dollars and
other currencies in gold. This is send-
ing a signal that the confidence is
being lost in the entire fiat monetary
system. And the dollar, of course, is
the reserve currency of the world and,
therefore, a very significant event.

But there are even other statistics to
suggest that we’re in for a lot more in-
flation. If we look at what has hap-
pened to producer prices in the past 12
months, we find out that producer
prices have already moved up signifi-
cantly. For instance, finished con-
sumer goods are up 8.2 percent in the
last 12 months. Finished consumers
goods, excluding food, are up 8.3. Fin-
ished energy goods are up 20 percent.
Now, that has not yet affected the Con-
sumer Price Index, but, in the months
to come, the producer prices will move
into the consumer products, so we can
expect a lot more inflation.
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Now, the way we get in this trouble
is due to accepting some notions about
money that are false. We have believed
since 1971 that there should be no link-
age of our money to anything sound as
the Constitution mandates. There
should be no linkage of the dollar to
gold or silver, which then gives the
Congress leeway of spending endlessly;
deficits don’t matter. We can tax and
we can borrow; but if we still don’t
have enough money, we can depend on
the Federal Reserve just to print the
money.

Now, that has lasted for a long time,
and we’ve been getting away with it;
but the market is more powerful than
the central bank and the politicians.
The market usually rules and they
come and say the money isn’t worth
what it used to be. There’s too much
mal-investment, there’s too much debt,
and therefore a correction must occur.
This happened with the financial situa-
tion: there had to be a correction, the
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